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Trustee’s Letter

Dear friends and prayer partners,

The SCFS Chairman, Trustees and all SCFS Port Chaplains and ship visitors extend their
sympathy and prayers to the following families:

• Stan Sherrington (formerly SCFS Liverpool);
• Mrs. Edwina Wells, wife of serving Port Chaplain, Peter Wells, in Portsmouth;
• James A Jamison (formerly SCFS Workington and Greenock).

James’ son wrote: “James served for 38 years with his wife Dr Joey Jamieson at his
side, taking the gospel to the ships and sailors to his home. Where they could relax,
enjoy fellowship with a family and connect to their own loved ones across the seas.
James spread the Word of God and SCFS by organizing the annual Festival of the Sea
and stall at the Keswick Convention.”

We praise the Lord for these wonderful servants of our Lord who are now in his
presence.

We share some Port News provided, but do follow our other colleagues through their
various websites.

Two new books are in preparations by Martin Otto and Volker Lamaack: more to
follow in the next “Helmsman”.

Archie McAvoy, Trustee
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A Message from our Chairman
It is so encouraging to hear the good news stories from around the
ports every week and the Friday morning prayer meetings have
been such a wonderful blessing. I believe these prayer meetings
have given us a great opportunity as trustees to get to know the
various port missionaries and volunteers.

We set aside the 19/20/21 September to have our next SCFS conference. However
due to Covid travel restrictions, we will rearrange for May 2022.

One of the main purposes of the venue was that we intended to use the Saturday
evening dinner event as an opportunity to thank and honour Don and Elizabeth
Thornton, (they live in Liverpool and are unable to travel these days) and Mervyn and
Daphne Jeffers for the wonderful work they did over the years as Trustees of SCFS.

We will now use this date for an SCFS Trustees “face to face” opportunity. It will also be
a great chance for our Trustees to meet for the first time and to hold a Trustees
meeting.

For the conference, we do have a budget held over from last year but perhaps to
ensure as many as possible can attend we would ask our supporters to consider a
donation to cover what will be higher costs for the May 2022 event.

We are delighted to receive a Royal Greeting
from our patron, Her Majesty the Queen, after
the recent death of Prince Philip. The letter is
reproduced below.

We are so thankful for the continued work off all
our SCFS Family.

God Bless,

Steven Thompson, Chairman

Seamen’s Christian Friend Society: Helmsman

Steven Thompson



Belfast
As many of the
supporters for
Belfast will
know, I have
been shielding
and on part-
time furlough
for over a year
now. Well, this is starting to lift as
the Society received a request
from a Bible College student if
we could help him in his Cross-
Cultural placement, so I am with
Iain three days a week.
The photo shows Iain before
boarding a container ship. I
would like to leave you with two
short stories that we
experienced:
Sometimes we have the joy of
boarding brand-new ships, and
this was true with the Thun Lundy.
The Captain was Dutch, officers
Russian and crew Filipino. Due to
the Covid restrictions on board
we were not allowed into the
mess-room but taken each visit
to the bridge and we met the
Captain. He asked if it was
possible to have a Dutch Bible
and we are very thankful to
have kept that promise for the
captain. On a previous visit, we
left Our Daily Bread reading
notes and John’s Gospels that
Iain had brought with him.
On another occasion as we
went to visit another tanker and
signed in with security, we
began to talk to the security
officer, and it turned out he and
his family came here six years
ago from Nigeria. During our
conversation, we found out that
C, attended an African Church
in Belfast and we asked if he had
a Bible or would like one. It was
great to have been able to give
him a Bible and to stand in that
port-a-cabin and pray with him.
Please continue to pray for the
visits and especially the literature
that is given out to seafarers.
Pray for our conversations, that
they would be God honouring to
those we spoke too.

Sam Cowan.
sam.cowan@scfs.org

Cork

Colin’s car became a mobile
Seafarer’s Mission because the
ships company refused visitors
on board due to COVID. The
crew were really thankful for the
SIM cards, hats, teddies,
Christian Literature and
devotional material left as well
as handmade Christian keyrings.
Charles, a volunteer with Colin in
Cork, on one visit used some
gospel magic illustrations to
witness to the seafarers. He used
the translator app on the phone
to translate the prayer into
Russian for P to understand.
On another visit, a Greek
Captain ordered 100
McDonald’s burgers and 60 fries
as a reward for the crew.
A cattle ship was heading out to
Libya and Colin was surprised to
hear that the name Demsarkho
meant Blood Secretary or
ambassador. This gave the
opportunity to share that Jesus
the last Adam is our Blood
Secretary.
Colin Jenkins.
colin.jenkins@scfs.org

Ghent & Terneuzen
Brother Paul from Myanmar
On one evening I received a
call from a seafarer who
wanted to speak to a pastor.
Reason: to pray with him and
supply him with Bibles, Christian
literature, and woolly hats.
Over a cup of tea, we talked
about his country but that was
not our goal. During our talk I felt
we were both spiritually
searching in what is our
common spiritual ground. The
common ground was soon
found in Jesus and the Bible as

God’s infallible word! How
wonderful it is to meet a
Christian brother who comes
from the other side of the world.
After mutual spiritual scanning
the request for prayer came
again from brother P. We could
pray for his home, his family, for
his brother who is a pastor and
for a missionary he supported
with his income. My respect
grew when P offered up this list
for prayer. After our prayer time I
also had some nice talk with the
other crew on the ship.
How great is our God that I not
only could encourage P with
prayer, but also help encourage
others with hats and Bibles.

Alexander Eberson.
Alexander.eberson@gmail.com

Want to find out more?
For regular updates on SCFS
ministries around the world, go to
www.scfs.org. Here you will be
able to access regular reports
from the society's chaplains
around the world.
Please encourage your
fellowships and prayer partners
to pray for seafarer's welfare that
they may be repatriated and
that they are able to overcome
depression and suicidal
thoughts.

A new way to support
Want to make a difference while
you shop using the Amazon App
or website, at no extra cost to
you?
Use Amazon Smile and select
‘Seamen’s Christian Friend
Society’ as your charity. Amazon
will donate a portion of your
eligible purchase amount to us.
To get started, type in ‘Amazon
Smile’ and follow the instructions.
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Seamen’s Christian Friend Society: Port Briefings
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SCFS: Port Briefings & Headquarter’s News

Rotterdam
On the 14th March we were
invited by the captain to hold a
church service on board. Felix
preached from John 3 and
afterwards we were able to talk
with the 2nd mate for more than
one and a half hours. We talked
about the Gospel and how to
read the Bible. A very important
part of our conversation was
about how much value tradition
has and value is found in God’s
Word. On a second visit Peter
and Rene had a deep
conversation with the 3rd officer.
God led our conversation in a
way that he came to a
realization of how hopeless he
was without Jesus. When Felix
visited him, he was convinced
that this man had trusted Jesus.
We also rejoice in God’s
goodness in providing new
storage and office space after
two years of searching in
Rozenburg and at the heart of
the Port.

Rene Reifel.
Rene.reifel@web.de

Seafarers mission from
the Logos Hope

We praise God for the following
development of support for
seafarers as recounted by Michiel
Kramers, SCFS, presently serving
on O. M. Ship ‘Logos Hope’.
From 2017 to 2020 I completed
Bible College including internship
with SCFS Rotterdam. Moving to
Rotterdam before serving on
Logos Hope as a first engineer
where I am now.
In January this year, I launched a
one-night prayer station called
"seamen abandoned". This
impacted people and I hoped
for more occasions to share, like
the mission’s fair. Things got rolling
however by a single email,
indirectly from an Indonesian
crew member of a cruise ship
that had spotted us. He asked for
an online Bible study. For this I
'recruited' a small group of
interested crew members of
nationalities matching theirs. This
ignited interest in senior leaders of
OM ships, and they advised us to
start a dedicated mission’s group
which is called "ship to ship". We
started visiting ships in Curacao
and in no time over 75 people
had participated in what was
one of the first free outreach
opportunities since the beginning
of the pandemic. We started
working on different fronts
including getting literature, a
digital platform, and ways to be
contacted by seafarers, and we
are holding regular meetings on
board. A major prayer point will
always be the sustaining of this
ministry by different people

passing it on a normal stay on
Logos Hope is 1-2 years.
Upcoming things to develop will
include the way we will overlap
with land-based seamen's
missions, like Het Havenlicht and
the weekly meeting hosted by
LHM. But there are more circles I
already heard of, like in Korea.
One of our strengths is having
people from 50 nations on board
who are all committed to
Christian service. We can
approach any crew member if a
seafarer connects with us whose
English is limited: for example, if a
Japanese seafarer is seeking
pastoral care, we can ask our
Japanese brother or sister on
board.
Local port partnerships can serve
multiple purposes. We can offer
our services to join for the
duration of our stay, and the
local missionary helpful for our
port preparations. Where there is
no mission, we can pray that it
will be established. Giving
presentations in local churches
could be part of that, as well as
connecting new workers to the
'circles' of missionaries worldwide.
Pray that even OM ship’s crew
members may rise as future
workers in port and at sea, or at
least spread the awareness
about seafarers and the ministry
to them.
May the Lord of the harvest use
this floating mission base
thoroughly in the seamen's
mission and keep sending
workers.
Michiel Kramers.
Logos Hope

SCFS celebrate three significant events

SCFS in Belfast is Celebrating
their Golden Jubilee in sharing

the Good News.

On Thursday 26th August 2021.
SCFS-Belfast will be speaking at
the Convention and exhibiting

afterwards.

175 years in taking the Good
News to the Nations of the World

from our Ports.


