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Dear friends, 
Today I read this really encouraging scripture:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a great encouragement to all of us in ‘lockdown’, especially all the seafarers who are having a really hard time 
these days. Many are ‘stuck’ on board cargo and cruise ships, while others who want to join for a new contract are 
stuck at home! It’s a big crisis and hopefully the world’s governments will soon lift travel restrictions for seafarers, 
who keep world trade ‘afloat’. This Open Letter is worth reading and sharing with your friends and churches to pray 
into the situation. https://bit.ly/URGENT-LETTER As one of our SCFS colleagues in the Isle of Wight recently prayed 
during our missionaries Zoom call “Lord, send your Holy Spirit in power upon your people all over the earth.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commenting on the above text F.B. Meyer said “He will fill them, as the tide fills the harbor and lifts the barges off 
the banks of mud.” Lord, fill and lift your ship churches we pray. They need a special lift and empowerment from you.  
 
We Port Missionaries are adjusting to ministry from home, which is a big change from visiting ships. But as I'm sure 
you have noticed many churches now are using the internet to keep ministering. Churches as well as Seamen's 
Missions across the world are using Facebook Live, YouTube and Zoom to keep the Body connected. We really miss 
assembling to worship the Lord, but being able to assemble together online is a great blessing. Many seafarers are 
also tuning in to different online church services, and are being really blessed and encouraged. Some ship churches 
have even been able to share their worship services online at this time as well! I was super encouraged watching a 
live Easter Sunday service from 2 different ships. You can see one of these services here. Although the video quality 
isn’t very clear, the audio is OK and you can roughly see how many people attended. Please pray for ship churches 
like this, especially during lockdown. https://youtu.be/H-7kewB9620 And here is the same ship with my friend Chef 
Chris baptising his fellow crew members: https://youtu.be/HlQCMo1KSuI Their ship is in the process of bringing crew 
ashore in Manila now. Thanks for praying for them and the thousands of stranded crew worldwide. Many who are in 
deep distress and some who have tragically committed suicide while on board. 
 

 

 

 

              

              

              

              

              

              

            

 

 

 

 

  

Seafarers are more and more like prisoners on board. They can't go ashore and aren't 

allowed visitors either. Having Zoom calls has been a great encouragement both for them 

and us. Thanks for praying for seafarers on board the cargo and cruise ships. The skies 

are quiet, but the seas are as busy as ever keeping global trade afloat. Seafarers are on the 

frontline of this global calamity and have been recognised as essential and key workers.  

Right: Video of a 12mins 

interview I did over the phone 

with our local Christian Radio 

Station here in Cork: 

https://youtu.be/hok13hSDxLA 

 

Left: Visiting a ship with a 

bag of literature and gifts for 

them before lockdown. The 

Filipino gangway watchman 

was very pleased to bring it 

on board for me, and the 

Ukrainian Chief Officer was 

also very pleased. 
Left: Using Zoom for video 

calls to ships. Over the years 

Martin Otto, our colleague 

in Hamburg SCFS, has 

written 5 books introducing 

our ministry. He has made 

them freely available to 

download here: 

https://bit.ly/MObooks 

 

Above: Baptisms on board in April 
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On 15th April I heard news from a Seamen’s Missions colleague in Australia that their state Premier had planned to force 
the Ruby Princess cruise ship to leave port and head out to sea despite so many crew still being unwell. Many emails 
were sent asking for a humanitarian response. ‘Help for those who want to fly home, test everyone and don’t sail the 
ship until every single person has been tested and cleared of the virus.’ This was a soft but effective campaign in support 
of seafarers and thankfully the ship was allowed to stay in Port and the crew taken care of. However, on 23rd April, after 
a month in Sydney they set sail for the Philippines. Their ship has been linked to more than 600 cases of coronavirus and 
21 deaths among passengers who took its final cruise to New Zealand in March. That cruise, and the decision to allow 
2,700 passengers to disembark in Sydney on 19 March, is now the subject of a criminal investigation and a special 
commission of inquiry. So far, more than 190 crew have tested positive for Covid-19 and the 1,100 crew have been in 
varying lengths of quarantine on board for weeks. Story here: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2020/apr/23/ruby-princess-crew-fear-for-their-health-as-ship-leaves-australia 
 
More information on the current situation with cruise ships here: https://www.businessinsider.sg/royal-caribbeans-
memo-reveals-plan-to-repatriate-24000-stranded-crew-2020-5 
 
My friend Chris on board Explorer Dream wrote this today Wed 20th May: “Total days on board 69 days lockdown since 
March 1, 2020” Thanks for praying for them. Their ship is now alongside in Manila, while many others are still at anchor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a family it’s been a blessing that we can go out for nice walks near where    
we live in the countryside. The children (Aidan now 12, and Jenai 9) miss their 
school and friends, and Aidan will miss his final year in Primary School. We 
know the Lord is with you all who call upon His name. Thanks for praying for 
us and other Seamen’s Missions to get back onto the ships ASAP to minister 
to the needy crew members. Many back home are struggling financially these 
days because they haven’t been able to get new contracts on ships. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Mobilize SCFS updates 

group. Please sign up here: 

https://bit.ly/scfssupporters 

Tip for those who read 

our update on a computer: 

You can see the pictures 

more clearly if you Zoom 

in (click the        button) 

STORIES from April 

3,991 likes 

If you no longer wish to 
receive this newsletter, 
please let me know  
by e-mailing: 
colin@scfs.org 

Thanks for all your love, prayers and support 

Left: a message 
from a Christian 
Filipino crew 
member on 
board a 
container ship. 
Praise the Lord 
for Christian 
seafarers like 
Edgar who care 
spiritually for 
their fellow 
crew. 
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