
	 	 	 	 Terence	
	

The	China	Navigation	Company	(CNCo),	established	in	1872,	has	
grown	to	become	one	of	 the	 leading	shipping	companies	 in	 the	
world.	CNCo	operates	an	extensive	global	network	of	routes,	has	
an	extensive	range	ships	of	varying	types	and	sizes,	carrying	a	wide	
diversity	 of	 different	 cargoes.	 The	 company	 also	 employs	 a	
diversity	of	different	nationalities	as	crew	members	for	its	ships.		
	

Ever	since	the	ministry	of	 the	Seamen's	Christian	Friend	Society	
began	in	Australia	in	the	year	2000,	CNCo	ships	have	been	regular	
visitors	to	Port	Botany	and	Port	Kembla	here	in	NSW	and	also	to	
other	Australian	ports.		

	

Kokopo	Chief,	shown	above,	is	typical	of	the	CNCo	ships	which	visit	
Australia.	While	the	officers	onboard	these	ships	may	have	varying	
nationalities,	generally	the	ratings	come	from	Papua	New	Guinea,	
or	sometimes	from	Fiji	or	Kiribati.	Because	of	the	regularity	and	
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frequency	of	 these	visits,	over	 the	 last	20	years	 I	have	come	to	
know	 many	 of	 these	 ratings	 well.	 During	 that	 time,	 SCFS	
representatives	 has	 been	privileged	 to	 provide	Bibles	 and	Bible	
Study	 courses	 to	 over	 200	 different	 Papuan	 seafarers.	 One	 of	
those	seafarers	is	Terence.	

	

Terence	 is	 41	 years	 old	 and	 was	 born	 on	
Rossel	Island,	the	easternmost	island	of	the	
Louisiade	Archipelago,	which	itself	is	part	of	
the	Milne	Bay	Province	of	PNG.	Terence	has	
one	brother	and	two	sisters	but,	sadly,	their	
father	 died	 when	 Terence	 was	 about	 two	
years	old	and	later,	when	he	was	about	12	
years	old,	his	mother	also	died.	
	

I	first	met	Terence	in	November	2009	when	
he	was	working	onboard	 a	CNCo	 ship	 called	Pacific	Horizon.	At	
that	time,	I	offered	him	a	Bible	Course	which	he	gladly	accepted.	
Since	 then,	 we	 have	 had	 the	 joy	 of	 seeing	 each	 on	 several	
occasions	each	year	for	the	last	10	years	and	have	become	good	
friends.		
	

Terence	 has	 also	 become	 an	 exceptionally	 diligent	 and	 faithful	
Bible	 student.	 When	 I	 interrogated	 my	 data	 base	 recently	 it	
revealed	 that	 since	 we	 first	 met,	 Terence	 has	 studied	 and	
completed	50	Bible	courses	I	have	provided	to	him!	This	in	itself	is	
remarkable	but	even	more	remarkable	 is	 the	 fact	 that,	 in	every	
course,	Terence's	grade	has	always	been	94%	or	higher!!	
		
This	 year	 Terence	 has	 been	 working	 as	 the	 Engine	 Motorman	
onboard	 Kokopo	 Chief.	 This	 ship	 currently	 has	 a	 schedule	 that	
takes	 it	from	Sydney	to	Brisbane,	to	Noumea	in	New	Caledonia,	
then	on	to	Port	Vila	in	Vanuatu,	to	Lautoka	and	Suva	in	Fiji,	to	Apia	
and	Pago	Pago	in	Western	Samoa,	then	to	Nuku'alofa	in	Tonga	and	
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finally	 to	 Melbourne	 and	 back	 to	 Sydney.	 Each	 voyage	 lasts	
approximately	35	days.	This	means	Terence	and	I	are	able	to	see	
each	other	every	5	weeks.	
	

Normally,	when	Kokopo	Chief	visits	Sydney,	I	have	been	able	to	go	
onboard	and	spend	a	little	time	with	Terence.	However,	since	the	
Coronavirus	pandemic	began	I	have	no	longer	been	allowed	to	go	
onboard	 and	 ships'	 crews	 have	 not	 been	 permitted	 to	 come	
ashore.	As	a	consequence,	contact	between	Terence	and	myself	
has	 been	 restricted	 to	 a	 brief	 few	 moments	 with	 each	 other,	
standing	on	the	wharf	at	the	foot	of	the	ship's	gangway.	Despite	
this,	we	have	been	able	to	maintain	regular	contact	with	each	by	
telephone,	by	text	and	most	especially	by	email.	
	

Recently,	as	I	was	reflecting	on	Terence's	great	diligence	as	a	Bible	
student	and	the	constant	excellence	of	his	grades,	I	was	suddenly	
struck	by	 the	sobering	 thought	 that,	 to	my	shame,	 in	all	 the	10	
years	I	have	known	and	interacted	with	Terence,	not	once	had	I	
ever	questioned	him	about	his	relationship	with	God	and	the	Lord	
Jesus	Christ!	Because	of	his	high	grades	and	the	fact	that	the	great	
majority	of	the	courses	I	have	provided	are	strongly	evangelistic	
in	their	teaching,	I	had,	almost	subconsciously,	just	presumed	that	
Terence	was	born	again.	
	

I	realized	my	presumption	was	not	at	all	justified	and	I	there	and	
then	 resolved	 to	 email	 Terence	 and	 ask	 him	 about	 his	 spiritual	
standing	before	the	Lord.	Terence	answered	almost	immediately	
and	has	since	given	me	his	permission	to	reproduce	his	reply.	This	
is	what	he	wrote	-		
	

"Rob,	I	can	hardly	remember	the	year	I	was	drawn	to	
Christ.	I	was	born	to,	and	raised	by,	Roman	Catholic	
parents.	Growing	up,	I	had	attended	church	with	my	
parents,	but	never	really	realized	the	importance	of	
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coming	 to	 Jesus	 and	 accepting	 Him	 as	 Lord	 and	
Saviour.	Even	all	the	years	that	I	attended	school,	and	
the	 college,	 I	 hadn't	 really	 established	 a	 personal	
relationship	with	our	God.	
					
Life,	for	me,	began	to	open	anew	when	I	met	you	a	
few	years	back.	(2010)	You	had	come	on	one	of	your	
regular	 ship	 visits	 at	 Port	 Botany.	 You	 asked	 if	 I	
wanted	a	Bible	Study	course,	which	I	gladly	accepted,	
not	knowing	it	would	open	up	a	whole	new	chapter	
of	my	life.		
	
Through	 the	 course	 of	 studying	 the	 Bible,	 I	 have	
learned	that	there	is	valuable	reason	why	we	should	
come	 to	 Jesus,	 and	 accept	 Him	 as	 our	 Lord	 and	
Saviour.	 I	have	had	 the	opportunity	 to	discover	 the	
truth	-	That	HE	ALONE	IS	THE	WAY	TO	ETERNAL	LIFE!	
He	died	 in	my	place,	 for	my	sins!	There	 is	no	other	
means	by	which	we	can	be	saved	from	damnation.		
	
Studying	 the	 Bible	 continues	 to	 teach	 valuable	
lessons.	And	for	that,	I	thank	the	Lord	for	leading	you	
to	me."	
	

I'm	 sure	 you	 will	 appreciate	 I	 was	 both	 relieved	 but	 also	 very	
thankful	 -	 thankful	 to	 God	 that	 He,	 through	 His	Word	 and	 the	
ministry	of	His	Holy	Spirit,	had	drawn	Terence	to	Christ	and	that	
he	and	I	can	rejoice	in	the	fact	that	we	are	brothers	in	Christ.	
	

Through	this,	I	have	been	reminded	of	my	responsibility	to	never	
make	 presumptions	 about	 a	 seafarer's	 spiritual	 condition,	 even	
when	 outwardly	 all	 seems	 well.	 'Man	 looks	 on	 the	 outward	
appearance	but	the	Lord	looks	on	the	heart!'	1	Samuel	16:7	
	

As	I	continue	to	have	opportunities	to	interact	with	Terence,	I'm	
mindful	of	my	responsibility	to	do	all	I	can	to	help	him	to	continue	
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to	"Grow	in	the	grace	and	knowledge	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ'	2	
Peter	 3:18,	 especially	 in	 light	 of	 the	 nature	 his	 seafaring	
employment	 and	 the	 extremely	 limited	 opportunities	 he	 and	
other	 seafarers	 have	 to	 be	 instructed	 by	 a	 pastor	 and	 to	 learn	
about	the	Bible	by	attendance	at	a	local	church.	
	

I	have	already	provided	Terence	with	one	or	two	books,	the	most	
recent	 one	being	"Who	am	 I?"	 by	 Jerry	Bridges.	When	Kokopo	
Chief	returns	to	Port	Botany	later	this	month	I	plan	to	provide	him	
with	a	copy	of	three	more	books	-	Nothing	in	my	Hand	I	Bring	by	
Ray	Galea;	Essential	Truths	of	the	Christian	Faith	by	R	C	Sproul;	
and	Trusting	God	also	by	Jerry	Bridges.		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Since	the	Corona	Virus	Pandemic	began,	seafarers	onboard	ships	
arriving	in	Australian	ports	from	overseas	have	not	been	allowed	
to	leave	their	ships	while	in	port.		
	

This	restriction	has	made	it	very	difficult	for	them	to	purchase	pre-
paid	 recharge	 vouchers	 for	 the	 mobile	 phones	 they	 use	 to	
maintain	 contact	 with	 their	 families,	 either	 by	 voice	 calls	 or	
Internet	messaging.			
	

Terence,	to	his	great	credit,	has	helped	to	alleviate	this	problem	
for	his	crewmates	by	liaising	with	me	on	their	behalf.	
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From	 time	 to	 time	 during	 the	 last	 few	 months,	 Terence	 has	
emailed	me	to	let	me	know	the	number	of	the	telephone	recharge	
vouchers	that	he	and	his	crew	mates	require.	I	then	purchase	the	
vouchers	and	email	the	PIN	Nos	of	each	one	to	Terence.	He	then	
supplies	the	PIN	No	to	his	crew	mates	in	return	for	their	payment.	
Each	time	Kokopo	Chief	returns	to	Botany,	Terence	reimburses	me	
for	 the	 cost	 of	 all	 the	 vouchers	 I	 have	 purchased	 during	 the	
voyage.	 By	way	of	 illustration,	 during	 the	most	 recent	 voyage	 I	
have	 purchased	 a	 total	 of	 30	 recharge	 vouchers	 valued	 at	 $10	
each.	
	
Perhaps	not	surprisingly,	this	arrangement	has	now	extended	to	
me	receiving	requests	from	Terence	on	behalf	of	his	crew	mates	
to	 also	 purchase	 other	 items!	 During	 this	 most	 recent	 voyage	
those	requests	have	included	the	following	items	-	a	duffel	bag;	a	
battery	 for	 a	 laptop	 computer;	 a	battery	 for	 a	mobile	phone;	 a	
CD/DVD	Rom	Drive;	a	hair	clipper;	a	Thread	Pitch	Guage;	and	2	
mobile	phones!		In	total,	the	cost	of	those	items	was	$705.			
	
Australian	Border	Force	 (Customs)	does	not	permit	goods	to	be	
taken	onboard	ships	without	their	prior	approval.	This	means	that	
I	have	had	to	submit	an	itemized	list	of	the	above	items	to	Border	
Force	and	request	their	approval	to	deliver	the	goods	to	the	ship.	
Once	that	is	received,	I	will	then	be	allowed	to	deliver	the	items	
to	Terence	at	the	foot	of	the	gangway	of	Kokopo	Chief	when	his	
ship	arrives	in	Port	Botany	later	this	week.	
	
Please	THANK	God	-	
	

• For	 His	 loving	 kindness	 and	 grace	 to	 Terence	 through	 the	
trauma	of	losing	both	his	parents	at	a	very	early	age.	
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• For	sustaining	Terence	through	his	years	at	school	and	college	

and	for	enabling	him	to	gain	employment	as	a	seafarer.	
	
• For	 enabling	 Terence	 to	 'become	 wise	 about	 salvation	

through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ'	2	Timothy	3:15	through	the	study	
of	the	Scriptures	and	for	drawing	Terence	to	Christ.	

	
• For	Terence's	servant	heart,	demonstrated	by	his	willingness	

to	be	an	intermediary	with	me	to	purchase	items	needed	by	
his	crewmates.		

	

Please	ASK	God	-		
	

• To	 fill	 Terence	 with	 the	 knowledge	 of	 God's	 Will,	 in	 all	
spiritual	 wisdom	 and	 understanding,	 so	 as	 to	 walk	 in	 a	
manner	worthy	of	the	Lord,	full	pleasing	to	Him,	bearing	fruit	
in	every	good	work	and	increasing	in	the	knowledge	of	God	
Colossians	1:9	-10	

	

• To	 strengthen	 Terence	 with	 all	 power,	 according	 to	 His	
glorious	 might,	 for	 all	 endurance	 and	 patience	 with	 joy,	
giving	thanks	to	God	his	Heavenly	Father	who	has	qualified	
Terence	 to	 share	 in	 the	 inheritance	 of	 the	 saints	 in	 light.	
Colossians	1:11-12	

	

• To	 give	 Terence,	 guidance,	wisdom	 and	 courage	 to	 find	 a	
church	having	 a	 pastor	 and	 elders	who	 faithfully	 expound	
the	 Scriptures,	 who	 diligently	 and	 faithfully	 shepherd	 the	
sheep,	and	who	faithfully	seek	to	serve	the	Lord,	seek	the	
lost	and	strive	to	make	disciples.	

	

Thank	you!		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 										Rob	
August	2020	

______	
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_____ 

 
 

Rob Flinders 
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