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Pray for those in service.
For in excess of 170 years those serving
the Lord through the Seamen’s
Christian Friend Society have been
boarding all manner of vessels in all
weathers looking for opportunities to
serve the Lord. Whether it is sharing the
scriptures or supplying some home
comforts and clothing they have been
doing so unswervingly in His service.
Over the years we have asked you to
pray for these men and the ministry but
now I would ask that you consider the
families of two servants who have gone
home to be with the Lord.
David Knox retired Belfast Chaplain
passed away in March.
Lawrence Tong wrote this of David:
Among the many spiritual lessons David
taught me, was his love for our Saviour,
and followed by his passion for
evangelism. His friendly, affable and
jovial sense of humour had a winsome
way to put people at ease and paved
the way to share the Gospel. I loved
going out with him to share our faith.
He made sharing the Gospel so natural
and had helped me overcome my fear
of witnessing to strangers and for that,
I am forever grateful.
The Lord has used David so wonderfully
in my life. Whenever I think of him, my
heart is filled with warmth and
inspiration. He was such a beautiful
brother and I want to learn from his
fine example. (Exert from Mr L Tong’s
(OM international director) testimony
regarding retired S.C.F.S. Chaplain
David Knox.)
Chaplain Alan Offord served the Lord as
port missionary in Falmouth Port. Alan
went home to the Lord in July following
an illness. Alan had served the Lord
faithfully for 14 years in S.C.F.S.
ministry and through O.A.C. ministry.

Portsmouth
Recently, I gave a knitted hat to
an Eastern European seafarer. He
was delighted and asked me how
much it cost. I explained it was a
gift and told him about our
faithful supporters who made it.
"Ah, "he replied," this is the
warmest and best type."
" Is it because of the thickness of
the wool or maybe the pattern?"
"No, it’s warm because it's made
with love!" This led on to a
discussion about Gods love and
His saving gift of Jesus. Proverbs
18 verse 16 says a gift opens the
way for the giver.

Belfast Port

In Chaplain Sam Cowan’s
newsletter, Sam reports an
increase in Cruise Ship
traffic to Belfast and with it
new opportunities to
provide literature onto
some of the 151 Cruise
ships. Sam gives an account
of an exciting visit to a ship
at anchor by zodiac rib. On
board Sam was able to visit
the crew and provide
encouragement.

Team Cork
Retired Chaplains.
Seamen’s Christian Friend Society
would like to thank Chaplain
Denis Taylor for his 28 years of
service in Teesport and Port
Visitor Peter Cook for his 10 years
of service in Portsmouth.
Knitters. All our thanks to the
loyal and faithful group of
servants who have been
supplying beautiful woollen hats
and scarves to seafarers for
generations. The gifts are warmly
received and cherished.

Cork is a busy vibrant port
served by Chaplain Colin
Jenkins, during the year
Colin has had several
groups’ ship visiting with
him including a class of
school children. Colin
regularly befriends
seafarers taking them to
local shops and facilities.

Dublin Port

In the first half of 2019 Seamen’s Christian Friend Society
Chaplains and Port Visitors have been able to serve the Lord
on-board 858 merchant vessels and cruise ships reaching
7415 seafarers, stevedores and port staff.

Greenock Ocean Terminal.

Every day as the world comes to
our shores we long to see the
number of churches on the oceans
grow. But we cannot do this alone!
We need a team of helpers who will
stand behind us prayerfully and
practically in various ways. As the
Lord has promised in Matthew
18:20:
“Where two or three come together
in my name, there am I with them.”

See Chaplain John Burleigh’s newsletter to hear about the
amazing Barnard’s Mission and his vision for Greenock
port. John was recently injured in port. Please pray for his
effective and safe return to ministry.

Pembroke Dock
Pembroke Docks
are served by Rev
Norman Gilbert,
seen here sporting
his new equipment.

A Royal Occasion for Ipswich
Recently Chaplain Keith Oliver and his
wife Henriette represented S.C.F.S. at Her
Majesty the Queens Royal garden party.

The Merchant Navy Welfare Board in partnership with ITF
Seafarers Trust have generously provided 6 MIFI units for our
Chaplains and Port Visitors to bless seafarers with WIFI access
WIFI allows crews to
contact home and
strengthens families
who are often apart for
9 or 10 months.
The Seamen’s Christian Friend Society has launched
its new interactive website as an instrument to
support the work of the society’s Chaplains and Port
Visitors throughout the world. Chaplains, Seafarers
and supporters will all find it to be a source of
information and means to communicate. Have a
look to see how the chaplains are serving in your
port.
www.scfs.org

Have you a heart to serve



Have you a heart to serve within the Seaman’s
Christian Friend Society?
Do you live near the society’s headquarters?

The society is currently looking for volunteers to assist
with daily administration duties.
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